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1955 ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY 


MARCH FREEZE AND HURRICANES 
CAUSE CONSIDERABLE CROP DAMAGE 


Fruit Crops Vitually A Total Loss 


During 1955 the State suffered 
practically no damage due to droughty 
conditions, this was in sharp contrast 
to conditions during the four preceding 
seasons. At the same time the March freeze 
and fall hurricanes were in many re- 
spects more devastating than the droughts 
of earlier years. Rainfall during the 
Fall, Winter and Spring months of 1954- 
55, although slightly below normal was 
adequate for land preparation, seeding, 
germination and development of winter 
and spring crops. 

Had it not been for the severe 
freeze which blanketed the State on 
the mornings of March 27 and 28, weather 
conditions, through Mid-August of this 
year, would have been considered very 
Tavorable JoOr-crTop, production. » The 
freezes, however, completely wiped out 
apple, peach and pear crops and caused 
rather severe damage to winter grains 
and to stands of lespedeza which had 
already emerged at that time. There 
(Continued on page 2) 


THREE HURRICANES 
DAMAGE COTTON CROP 


The 1955 North Carolina cotton crop is 
estimated at 355,000 bales (500-pounds 
gross weight). The 355,000 bales produced 
this year is 2.5 percent, or 9,000 bales, 
under 1954 production and 28 percent, or 
137,000 bales below the ten-year (1944- 
53) average crop. 

It is estimated that 480,000 acres of 
cotton were harvested this year -- a re- 
duction of 12 percent from 1954 and 32 
percent below the 10-year average. North 
Carolina growers had 489,000 acres under 
(Continued on page 2) } 


‘bushels. 


RECORD FLUE-CURED CROP 
Yield Per Acre Up -- Acreage Down 


Total production of Flue-cured tobacco 
in North Carolina during 1955 is esti- 
mated at 996,125,000 pounds. This is 12 
percent above the 1954 crop and 2 per- 
cent above the previous record 1951 crop 
of 978,375,000 pounds. fFlue-cured acre- 
age harvested in the State this year to- 
taled 653,006 acres -< 5 percent less 
than the 686,000 acres harvested in 1954, 
A record ' flue-cured per acre yield was 
also set in 1955. The 1955 record flue- 
cured yield of 1,525 pounds per acre is 
14 percent above the previous record 1950 
yield of 1,341 pounds. 

Type 11 (old and middle belts) pro- 
duction in North Carolina is estimated at 
350,625,000 pounds -- a record high aver- 
age yield of 1,375 pounds per acre from 
255,000 acres harvested. 

Type 12 (eastern belt) production is 
estimated at 516,710,000 pounds, which is 

,also a record crop. The 1955 Type 12 crop 
(Continued on page 2) 


CORN PRODUCTION LARGEST 
SINCE 1950 
Yield Per Acre Second Highest Of Record 
The 1955 All Corn production in 
North Carolina totaled 68,055,000 bu- 
shels from 2,094,000 acres, with an 
average yield per acre of 32,5 bushels. 
This compares with 1954 production of 
51,816,000 bushels from 2,159,000 acres, 
with an average yield per acre of 24,0 
This years production of 68, - 
055,000 bushels is the largest since 
1950 and the fourth largest of récord. 
The average yield per acre of 32,5 bu- 
shels is one-half bushel under the re- 
cord yield of 33.0 bushels set in 1950. 
Production prospects appeared ex- 
(Continued on page 2) 


WEATHER SUMMARY (Continued) 


waS no recovery from damage to fruit 
Crops but winter grains and lespedeza 
did manage to recover to a consider- 
ably extent and the final outturn from 
these crops was average or better. 

On August 1 prospects for Spring- 
Seeded crops were very good, with re- 
cord or near record yields indicated. 
However, the eastern half of the State 
was delt a terrific blow by two hur- 
ricanes in August and a third “in 
September. These storms came after 
most of the tobacco in the Border and 
Eastern Belts had been primed and there 
was very little loss of leaf. The most 
noticeable damage from the storms and 
heavy rains was that suffered by cot ton, 
com, soybeans and peanuts. Floody 
conditions damaged many low fields 
Seriously, as continuous rains kept 
Soils saturated for several weeks. 
Most crops in the Piedmont Counties 
were benefited to some extent by the 
rains received during the hurricanes 
and for the State as a whole crop yields 
turned out very good. 


TOBACCO CR OP (Continued) 

was harvested from 317,000 acres for a re- 
cord average yield per acre of 1, 630 
pounds. This is 195 pounds per acre above 
the previous high of 1,435 pounds set in 
1951, 

Type 13 (border belt) production in 
North Carolina is estimated at 128, 790, - 
000 pounds -- a record high for this type. 
Production during 1955 exceeded 1954 by 
13 percent and was done on 81,000 acres 
compared with 86,000 acres in 1954. A 
1955 record average yield per acre of 1,- 
090 pounds exceeds the previous record 
1953 yield by 175 pounds, 

Production in North Carolina of Type 
31 (buyley) tobacco is estimated at 21, = 
060,000 pounds -- an average record yield 
Of 2,200 pounds per acre from 9,800 acres 
harvested. 


CORN PRODUCTION (Continueg) 


tremely favorable throughout the Mount- 
ain, Piedmont and Coastal Plain sections 
On August l. Shortly thereafter on 
August 12 and 17 hurricanes ‘ ‘Connie’? 
and ‘‘Diane’’ wrought considerable 
damage to the crop in the heavy pro- 
ducing Coastal Plains area and extended 
into several Piedmont counties. Further 
damage was brought about bythe “third 


2 


hurricane -‘‘lone?” that. st unc an 


September 19. 
Int spite of theshurricanes and 


the effect that followed, this year’s 
yield turned out to be the second high- 
est of record. This near record yield 
is primarily due to a substantial in- 
crease in hybrid acreage, high appli- 
cations of fertilizers, and a return 
to normal or above average rainfall] 
that was.proportioned very good through- 
out the growing season. 


PEANUT PRODUCTION DOWN 
Yields Drop Considerably 


Peanut production for North Caro- 
lina in 1955 is expected to be about 
216, 200,000 pounds -- a decrease of 
about 14 percent from last year and 
the smallest crop since 1933. Current 
indications point to an average yield 
Of 1,175 pound per acre, fi reatieed 
this would be 290 pounds or 20 per- 
cent below last year. 

Growers report that 184,000 acres 
were harvested in 1955 compared to 172, - 
000 last year. 

Weather conditions during the 


(Continued on page 6) 


COTTON CROP (continued) 


cultivation on July 1, .compared with Tey 
000 acres in 1954, 

The State average yield of lint per 
acre is estimated at 354 pounds. This 
is 35 pounds above the 1954 average yield 
per acre and 20 pounds above the 10-year 
average, 

Cotton yield prospects, in all producing 
areas, prior to the arrival of yurricanes 
Connie and Diane in August and Hurricane 
Ione in September, were the best of any 
recent year. The greatest damage occurred 
in coastal counties; however much of the 


crop in piedmont counties was severely 
blown and tangled. Excessive rainfall] 
before and after the three hurricanes 


caused bolls to rot and most of the cotton 
Which had been blown from burrs was lost. 
‘The final outturn of the crop in coastal 
counties was below average, while per acre 
yields in central and western piedmont 
counties were the highest of and recent 
year. 

The united States 1955 cotton crop’is 
estimated at 14,663,000 bales. This is 
7 percent more than 1954 and 13 percent 
above the 10-year average, 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY. 


CROPS 


UNIT 


AVERAGE 
1944-53 


1954 REVISED AND 1955 PRELIMINARY 


ACRES HARVESTED 


YIELD PER ACRE 
AVERAGE 
1944-53 


AVERAGE 
1944-53 


428,016 
105,346 
837,428 
17,835 
8,508 
5,690 
32,028 


3,080,115 
1,154,073 
1,323,321 
266,918 
21,097 
12,952 
5,260 
102,199 
134,582 
7,093 
4,436 
5,965 
164,340 
238, 488 
2,805 
1,921,098 
401,146 
46.951 
2,098,738 
1,248,185 
106 , 402 
68,767 
30,950 
141,437 
65,050 
76,387 
2,925 


PRODUCTI ON 


( Thousands) 


113,950 
889,490 
24,384 
5,889 
4,100 
16,380 


251,980 


1,900 
1,150 
125 
2.6 
1,000 
860 
140 


9,010,248 
698,846 
1.497.045 
370,502 
24,320 
13,696 
5,709 
104,987 
216,086 


30,131 
2,2437613 
1,314,407 

109,854 

61,316 

30,434 

90,510 

38,960 

51,550 

2,569 


with calendar year income. _3/ Estims 


68,055. 
63,765 
572 


‘1,017,685, 
350,625 
516,710 
128,790 
996,125 

21,560 
6.764 
4,400 

33,250 


3,184,836 
938,159 
1, $78,736 
390,969 
29,187 
14,663 
6,043 
109,697 
232,638 
7.847 


2,256,087 
1,504,075 
108,293 
51,291 
30,511 
96,900 
22.790 
74,110 
3.174 


6/ 500 Ib. gross weight bales. _Z/ ‘Short-time average. _8/ 


(Thousand Acres) (Units) 
NORTH CAROLINA 
GENERAL CROPS 
GORNRA ALU sainte's coat clea selffies «ic ectorers Bu. 28.4 24.0 32.5 
CORN. FOR GRAIN. co. cacchevecccecsee| BU, ° 26,0" / 32,5 
GORNG, RORESTLAGES. 5 ode ceca ds Pele. |"TON ca och aE) 
CORN FOR FORAGE... ......0.cccc0ecese] TON : . . 
WHEAT ANC tates state sits see's sce lel ++| Bu. 17.5 21.5 22.0 
OATESMEOR GRAINS ccf cc cs coe cae ++] Bu. Shit 39.0 35.0 
BAREEY | FORSGRAUN sic cio vsideles coco] BU 28.8 34.0 29,5 
RYE POR GRAIN ae 86 cotslctiereerercloion wig Bu. 1350 15.0. 14.0 
SORGHUM, FOR GRAIN.................] BU. L/26 .2 25.0 28.0 
SORGHUM, FOR FORAGE................] TON a/ ¥1.70 42.10 
SORGHUM, FOR SILAGE................| TON / 38/7.00 5/9.00 
SORGHUM, FOR S!Rup 71.0 56.0 76.0 
COTTON, LINT...... 334 319 354 
GCONTONSEED Saree dic ce sine cook tectclcle & . . - 
TosBAcco, ALL...... 1,207 1,308 1,535 
TENRES UU seas aiew'as 1,119 1,120 1,375 
TYPE 1,256 1,450 1,630 
TYPE 1,238 1,325 1,890 
TOTAL FLUE-CURED.. 1,198 1,204 1,525 
NEES S Uetsiavsttsts aie Sialic cme ee ei eae: 1,598 1,920 2,200 
TRISH (POTATOESS ALE 5. i.5.cemcl oc eu | BULL 137 151 178 
SMEETPOTATOES 3. cel dasteranree. caine haeec BUS 107 100 100 
LESPEDEZA, FOR SEED 9/.............]LB. 202 130 190 
HAY CROPS 
TAY thy ALE bratetate aa, sisreteieleierciele nicio's.e ce | TON 1,02 -96 eur 
AL ERILERS ice clue stain diele clare ote erehie Save Ge | TON a A 1.80 2.30 
CLOVER @OTIMOTHY $s cee ciereercievecss cee gol bTON 1012 1,05 1.25 
LESPEDEZA sc ciate Sericiie stoi 1.05 -85 1.05 
SOYBEANS... misipinjeleicleis, 1.10 1.05 1.15 
COWPEAS... see ee cece eccesece! TON +90 +75 -95 
BEANUITS cNisvo,claie)sicie.sisiviseis ad statis idioroc's TON -68 75 -70 
GRATIN Slemtae atsietateie's etlestereicrin sn ea/deis.«.c'| TON -97 1.05 1.10 
OTHER SHAW srocioinids Gat cereoemttioe ates «ic | TON “1.04 -95 1.10 
LEGMES 
SOYBEANS: 
GROWNICALONE....0.c)5s.cch cle tals ciioe tices e - - - 
INTERPLANTED Soccce eee eee le - - - 
EQUEVACENTISOII Ds issscsiuaiene «aie «cicll > : : - 
HARVESTED FOR BEANS..............| BU. 1444 16.0 14.5 
GRAZED OR PLOWED UNDER...........] + - - . 
COWPEAS: 
GROWN DALONE sinus binisceicnisis sivicicee Oe | - - . 
UNTERPUAN TED A cccrsleictelccieiniais.c crctne ca | - - - 
EQUIVALENT) SOLID cc <c.6.c.c.oncemcbe ee |e : : ° 
HARVESTED FOR PEAS..........00++]BU. 5.0 4.5 5.0 
GRAZED OR PLOWED UNDER...........]- : . : 
PEANUTS: 
GROWN MALONE .ctercis- waeratoromsiotre sees s |< : - : 
PICKEDLAPTHRESHED):, <ccces co ciccisee [LBs 1.190 1 ,465 1,175 
FRUITS AVD NUTS 
AP BMES COMBL CROP scias siescitclesas ss BU: - - : 
PEACHES, TOTAL CROP ss. sss see sesus| BU. - - - 
ESRD Gioretateie artle oiler elele's eisisiciercic'e co.cc | BUS = : O 
GRABIES slelemteistaleyaieieiere eicin*ctele e610 ac cie cl TON - - - 
PECANS RWAUIccieteisinicisisieisteinine ertieteieciee (LBs : . - 
PME RONG Aer octeinicrs/eix sis'e'4 aie. 10 ev «+ | Le. - : : 
SRC OUINGE Care as’ aah isc sence euidic crae |'LEs - - - 
COMMERCIAL VEGETABLES 7/ -Actual Acres- 
FOR FRESH MARKET: 
EUMAURE AC Sad). cinselais vc.cies eek ss cwees [BUs 1,540 1,300 1,300 62 70 80 
SNAPMREANS SMAULIe teins soins Melos cacee|BUs 14,050 12,900 12,900 87 93 109 
EAT EBOP RIN Gert’. s.c\\s:ciaieatatele tite oe = | Us 5,840 5,500 5,200 72 90 90 
LATE SUMMER. WEST... ...0es0cn0e0-/BU. 7,320 6,700 7,100 100 100 130 
EUR Alley terets cr ejsterace icine \a-e vice cic ora [BU 890 700 600 66 45 30 
BEEN ereele-sletete = o'sicisis'c\e's ais sieie/ein salsa BU. 310 300 300 236 235 210 
CABBAGERMACI riciaielcis(a cates Me ciajeieciecu.e {TON 9.780 10,800 9.700 6.3 5.3 5.9 
LATE SPRING........ 2,160 2,200 2,100 6.0 7.0 4.5 
LATE SUMMER...... 4,420 5,100 4,800 6.8 5.5) 8.0 
LATESIRALL << scic0 is 3,120 3,500 2,800 5.6 4.0 3.5) 
CANTALOUPS (70 XS. CRATE).........|/CRT. 4,500 4.700 5.400 47 40 55 
CORN. SWEET (5 DOZ. EARS)........./UNIT 8,120 7,200 7,900 90 85 100 
CUCUMBER Siictaretnia sie 00.0 d.o-5 co .0v.acleeee-c | (BUS 5,460 5,400 6,500 79 90 110 
RETAUCEI hea Aen CRATE) 's\05 s,s civiocne | CRTs 1,300 1,000 1,200 12 120 75 
HEENBREBRER Si iec'occ.s)sietsic/ers  viuiecasieicic,e | BUS 4,040 5,100 5,800 138 120 160 
COM*L. EARLY IRISH POTATOES.......|BU. 25,880 13,500 15,000 194 250 260 
STRAWBERRIES (24 QT. CrT.)......../CRT. 2,380 1,600 1,500 78 85 25 
ROMAILOE Sileteistoiclaicjateye e ate aiera.o.sie.crefecs (BU i220) 2,600 2,600 78 80 85 
WATERMELON S ci clcinisipiaisicieis «|e oo c:c cisiesin | MELON 9,900 11,000 14,000 193 215 210 
TOTAL FRES+ MARKET 
FOR PROCESSING: 
SNARUIBEANS pis he sos ce eiccwieese ce | TON 2,210 3,000 2,000 fees 1.8 2.0 
CUCHUMBER Siew e buts e\sicie siete eiclevsick «ccs (BUS 9,210 16,000 13,200 82 65 97 
TOTAL VALUE OF ALL CROPS...........]DOLS. - : . : . - 
UNITED STATES -Thousand Acres- 
-——o§_o i eer 
GENERAL CROPS 
CORN, IAL E tren \ealeteislacsisie'nts;a\s sivis'siaieieis .o!/| BU. 34.675 80,369 79,955 36:4 37.05 39.8 
WHEAT G MAUL siasaietarere sence eisis cine siichne (BWe 67.656 54,279 47,222 7 18,1 19.9 
OATS Weeieisc ceipiiem as nicncie tia aes Onsen TRU 39,556 42,291 40,933 33.4 35.4 38.5 
BARU EY iycters a tareevars cee sien ereevaieissetg, 6 wey | BL! s 10,329 13,183 14,247 25.9 28.1 27.4 
RYE scireinare oie «om elereisinie'suiiscate se cis-o-es | BUS 1,740 1,717 2,066 12.1 14.2 14.1 
CORTON) MICUNT:. cele. o.s'scclevs 22,096 19,251 16,882 279 341 416 
COTTONSEED..... ate aintavaveiers - - - . : - 
IDB Ven Le sta 6: Urn, wibte  erebala erate teeyaievs iecete avace-| TON 74,328 72,710 73,984 1.38 1.44 1.48 
SORGHUM. FOR GRAIN............2.-.|BU. 7.180 11,218 12,597 18.4 19.3 18.5 
SORGHUM, FOR FORAGE...............| TON 5,302 5,703 6,730 1,34 1.08 Watt 7, 
SORGHUM, FOR S4ILAGE.............2.| TON 708 1,164 1,574 6.29 Saat 5.44 
SORGHUM EFOR SIRUPs. 2 caces0cc005% (GAL 94 48 54 64.3 56 .2 77.6 
LESEEDEZASSEEDO/ sc cere oS ecsiec eee en |B. 847 576 942 191 147 193 
SOYBEANS, FOR BEANS,............0. (BU. 11,987 16,971 18,559 19.9 20,1 20.0 
COWPEAS | FORPEAS: 1. sieetcsess ses | BU 470 279 362 6.0 4.9 6.5 
PEAROTS AO FORENUTS <5 sereldicjoee cad sce (LG. 2,562 1,394 1,685 ~ 784 735 956 
BOA TOES s, AL auls viae dure os state tate o LBL 1,967 1,408 1,407 213.4 2e288) 27 eS 
BWEETPOTATOBS aeiere ite ose ccclaaie chee. 2a BU: 496 344 257 94.3 87.7 107.5 
MOBACCO@ RAL Merten, oie. Sos enteciie so -»|LB. 1/734 .3 1,667.3 1,510.4 L293 1.346 1,494 
POBACCOLTPLUE* CURED. cee ccecws cesses (LBs 1,046.7 1,042.2 iRe/ 1,195 e261 8t7 
ARRLESI COMMERCIAL s «<6. wis ve eclle 20) BUc . - - : . - 
RERGHESPMALE So deiciejelsielsid alessiéie.c os0e EUs - : - - : : 
PEARS, AUG... < a (St niall lags issih wicteysi store: 6 a: | ENE : - - - : : 
PEGRNSSEACL C10 STATES)... cocce sce [LBs - . - - . - 
IMEROWED Cale tralcrs ioc 05.00 : : : : : : 
SEEDISUN GS cin. satctesete/s)evoie © ° S = : ee Me 
GRAPE Seitalerel cisiavoutarere’ ovis ere : . a b . g 
J/ Peceived by farmers. _2/ values are for the crop year and should not be confused 
¢ separated prior to 1/952, 4/7 Dry weight. 5/ Green weight. 
auaPptieics nek marketed due fo low prices and exc/uded jn computing value. 
Of Includes an 3! /owshns , miner crops not listed above 


Q/ Lespedeza seed estimates as of November 16, 


ACREAGE, YIELD, PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF CROPS 


SEASON’S AVERAGE VALUE OF PRODUCTION 
PRICE // 2/ 


(Thousand Dollars) 


(Dollars) 
1,64 1.30 
2.01 2.00 

81 77 
ibe} 1.11 
2.08 2.00 
se P/ 1.10 

31.00 26.00 
2.70 2.65 
3474 319 
61.70 38.90 

542 532 
mee: 533 

553 528 
-543 544 

543 - 832 

520 - 566 
1.48 1.26 
al, 2.35 

34.00 32.00 
2.66 2.15 
5.00 4.60 
.134 .125 
1.90 2.60 
2.90 - 
1.65 1.90 

150.00 150.00 
289 -425 

300 - 440 
220 .330 
3.60 1,95 
1.78 ier 
1.75 1.60 
1.95 1.75 
2005 2.25 
2.20 2.45 

33.42 45.39 

30.30 70.30 

31.30 29.00 

53.20 70.00 
2.15 1.70 
1.90 1.50 
2.35 1.25 
3.70 4.75 
2.40 1.05 
1.40 1.25 
7.80 13.00 
3.10 2.70 
3.80 2.60 

104.30 88.40 
135 120 
1.43 Tost 
2.12 1.99 
714 592 
1.08 932 
1.21 -976 
. 3361 . 330 
60.30 44.60 
22.00 21.30 
1.26 «995 

18.60 15.60 
Capra) CHE} 
2.46 2.10 
4.59 3.86 
122 116 
1.30 945 
2.42 1.87 
~511 . 527 
. 627 : 
2.25 2.01 
2,00 2.19 
2.10 2.14 
.283 ~316 
+324 -407 

251 -288 
fhe 41.70 


includes some 


es for Forage and Si/lece 


84,978 88,472 
15,125 14,344 
16,522 14,230 
2,190 1,834 
562 804A 
3,048 3,326 
620 884 
454 604 
62,203 56,622 
9,564 5,796 
498,683 541,455 
157,004 186,883 
264,124 272,823 
61,875 69,675 
483 ,003 529,834 
12,680 12,074 
8,716 8,239 
11,357 10,340 
36.584 39,808 
12.555 10,879 
360 437 
33.765 27,025 
3.610 104 
3,335 - 
206 19 
390 315 
289 170 
258 154 
31 16 
328 203 
2.135 2,211 
760 680 
1,306 1,491 
69 40 
141 154 
2.045 2.188 
424 S61 
876 841 
745 686 
404 374 
1,163 1,050 
1,142 788 
444 428 
1,469 708 
4,725 4,594 
1,061 494 
645 597 
899 650 
10,816 9,351 
563 354 
1,404 1, 536 
819,457 L2/g39 930 | 
' 
i 
4.306.645 4,169,538 
2,084,743 1,867,098 
1,068; 562 932,220 
399,168 364,319 
29,446 28.475 | 
2,301,212 2,420,529 | 
344,175 269.0 
2,308,788 2,333,2 
272,036 231,887 | 
114,872 ge ll 
6,120 8.922 | 
B41 672 779.165! 
6 252 9.1.42 
124,751 187,041 
462,251 358,572 
73,021 71.716 | 
1,146,634 1,189,642 
692,430 . 
246,24) 206,965 
120,642 109,601 
63,824 68,272 
25,874 30,614 
12,613 9,281 
12,961 21,333 } 
1 9:9 
70 | 31,259 132,266 | 


» NO data avai/ab/e on price and value 


SMALL GRAIN PRODUCTION 36 PERCENT ABOVE AVERAGE 
Most Yields Down From High 1954 Levels 


Total production of al] small grains 
(wheat, oats, barley and rye) in North 
Carolina during 1955 is estimated at 27.6 
million’ bushels -- 3€ percent above aver- 
age but 9 percent below the record pro- 
duction of 30.1 million bushels for 1954. 
The total acreage of small grains harvest- 
ed during 1955 was 928,000 acres -- 20,000 
acres Or about 2 percent below the acreage 
harvested in 1954, 

Small grains, especially barley, in 
most areas were damaged considerably by 
the freeze on March 27 and 28. Favorable 
weather conditions followed the freeze 
and the crops improved to some extent but 
never completely recovered from the damage 
Sustained during the freeze, 

Smaller Wheat Crop 

The 1955 Tar Heel wheat crop totaled 
7,172,000 bushels -- about 5 percent less 
than 1954 production but almost equal to 
the 1944-53 average production of 7, 178,000 
bushels. The 32€,000 acres harvested for 
grain in 1955 was 7 percent or 24,000 
acres below last year. The drop in acre- 
age reflects a reduction in allotments 
from last year. The acreage drop was off- 
set to some extent by higher yields as 
growers averaged 22.0 bushels per acre in 
1955 compared to 21.5 in 1954. 


SOYBEANS 
Production Up -- Yield Per Acre Down 


The soybean crop in North Carolina for 
1955 started off good in the spring, but 
as the season progressed many unfavorable 
weather conditions hampered harvest pros- 
pects. Excess moisture in the eastern 
commercial area in July and early August 
caused heavy weed growth, and the three 
hurricanes, Connie, Diane, and Ione caused 
much physicial damage to the foliage and 
young flowers. Several thousand acres 
were also damaged and some lost completely 
by salt water from the Altantic. 

Production in North Carolina for 1955 
is estimated at 5,060,000 bushels which 
is the second largest crop on record. The 
yield per acre for 1955 is 14.5 bushels 
and this is nearly two bushels below the 
yield for recent years. Favorable har- 
vesting conditions helped to increase 
yield and production above earlier ex- 
pectations. 


Cats And Barley Production 
Second Highest Of Record 


Production of oats in 1955 totaled 18,- 
480,000 bushels -- this is the second 
largest crop of record being about 9 per- 
cent below the record 1954 crop of 20,- 
397,000 bushels. Growers harvested 528, - 
000 acres in 1955, the largest of record 
for the State, exceeding the previous 
high of 1954 by 5,000 acres. Yield this 
year averaged 35.0 compared to 39.0 for 
1954, 

Barley production in 1955 totaled 1,- 
652,000 bushels -- the second highest pro- 
duction of record being exceeded only by 
the 1,938,000 bushels produced in 1954, 
The 1955 yield per acre of 29.5 was the 
lowest of record for the State since 1950. 
Growers harvested 65,000 acres in 1955 the 
same was harvested last year. 

Rye Production Down 

North Carolina produced 252,000 bu- 
shels of rye in 1955 -- 7 percent below 
the 1954 production and 8 percent below 


average, Yields this year averaged 14.0 
bushels per acre compared to 15.0 for 
1954. Jt is estimated that 18,000 acres 


were harvested in 1955, 
harvested last year. 


PEANUTS (Continued) 


planting and germinating seasons were 
ideal and most growers obtained very 
good stands. Rainfall, although light 
in some areas, was generally adequate 
during the growing season and plants 
developed well. However, dry weather 
Set in during early Augustat the time 
the crop began to peg. The dry period 
was followed by several weeks of con- 
tinued rainfall which kept soils satu- 
rated and flooded many fields in low 
areas. These factors caused only a 
smali crop to be set. This along with 
some loss due to-rot and sprouting re- 
duced yields considerably below the 
high levels of recent years. 


the same as was 


FRUIT CROPS 


ALL DAMAGED BY 


MARCH FREEZE 


Apples, Peaches, Pears, Grapes 


Apples; The 1955 North Carolina apple 
crop was almost a complete failure due to 
the severe freeze which came in late march. 
The freeze damage was severe in coastal 
counties as well as in the commercial 
areas of mountain counties, and trees in 
some orchards were severely damaged or 
killed. 

The North Carolina commercial p roduc- 
tion was estimated to be 40,000 bushels 
which is only 2 percent of the 1954 crop 
of 1,900,000 bushels harvested. Estimated 
production of commercial apples in the 
United States is shown in the table on 
page _5. 

Peaches: The multi-million dollar 
peach crop in North Carolina was complete- 
ly destroyed this year by a late freeze 
in March. Only a few scattered peaches 
were produced in the Northeastern coastal 
counties, and for all practical purposes 
the crop was a complete failure. 


MORE IRISH POTATOES 
PRODUCED IN 1955 


Yield Highest Of Record 


North Carolina’s 1955 Irish Potato 
crop is forecast at 6,764,000 bushels 
-- about 15 percent above production 
in 1954 but 20 percent below average, 
Reports from growers indicate that 38, - 
000 acres were harvested this year con- 
pared to 39,000 for 1954. 

The increased production resulted 
from higher yields entirely. The cur- 
rent estimate of 178 bushels per acre 
is the highest of record for the’ State, 
exceeding the old record of 167 bushels 
set in 1950. The record high yields 
are attributed to favorable weather and 
growing conditions that prevailed dur- 
ing the entire growing season in the 
commercial eastern counties and the 
heavy producing mountain counties. 


plete crop failure, 


This is the first time since the 
Reporting Service started estimating 
duction in 1899 that there has been 4 
The most recent near 
failure prior to 1955 occurred in 1943 
when only 252,000 bushels were produced, 


Crop 
pro- 
com- 


Pears: North Carolina production of 
pears in 1955 was the lowest since the 


record started in 1909 and is estimated 
to be 10,000 bushels. The most recent 
small crop prior to 1955 was in 1949 when 
only 57,000 bushels were produced. The 
ten year average (1945 to 1954) production 
is 149,500 bushels, 

Grapes: The grape crop in North 
Carolina was greatly reduced by the yarch 
freeze. Production for 1955 is 2, 100 
tons which is also the lowest since esti- 
mates began in 1909. Grape production in 
North Carolina has been on a general de- 
cline for the past twenty years. 


SWEET POTATO PRODUCTION UP 
Larger Acreage - Yield Unchanged 


The 1955 Tar Heel sweet potato 
crop is forecast at 4,400,000 bushels 
~~ 300,000 bushels or 7 percent above 
the revised production for last year, 
but 23 percent below average. The pro- 
duction increase is due entirely to 
an acreage increase of 3,000 acres. 
This years crop was harvested from 
44,000 acres compared to 41,000 acres 
for 1954 

Growers realized an average yield 
per acre of 100 bushels this year --~- 
the same as the revised 1954 yield, 
but 7 bushels below average. The crop 
was severely damaged by heavy: rains 
and flooding tides and water in some 
of the extreme Coastal counties and 
in these areas some acreage was com- 
pletely abandoned. 


PECAN CROP SMALLEST SINCE 1927 


North Carolina’s 1955 pecan crop of 
400,000 pounds is the smallest since 1927 
when 380,000 pounds’ were produced. The 
1955 crop is only 46.5 percent of the 
1954 crop of 860,000 pounds, and 19 per- 
cent of the ten year average 1944-1953 
crop of 2,114,000 pounds. 


Prospects for this year’s pecan crop 
were never very bright due to the March 
freeze which killed a large part of the 
crop and damage by the three hurricanes 
in late summer, 

Most all southern states had a very 
small pecan crop. 
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3 MILLION BUSHEL 
GRAIN SORGHUM CROP IN 1955 
Record 108,000 Acres Harvested 
The 1955 all-sorghum acreage of 135,000 
acres represents an increase of 25,000 


acres over last year. Grain acreage ac- 
counts for 80 percent of the all-sorghum 
acreage as Tar Heel farmers harvested an 
all time high of 108,000 acres for grain 
this year (an increase of 19,000 acres 
over the record set in 1954). The re- 
maining 27,000 acres is comprised of 8,000 
16,000 and 3,000 acres respectively for 
silage, forage and sirup. 

The acreage harvested for silage and 
forage increased somewhat over previous 
year as favorable yields, ability to with- 
stand extended periods of dry weather, and 
rotation advantages have caused many producers 
to switch to sorghums in producing feed. 

Grain sorghum production passed the 3 
million bushel mark for the first time 
this year. Higher yields and a larger 
acreage’ were responsible for the 36 per- 
cent increase in production. Growers 


Henry L. Rasor, 


ed 228,000 gallons 
the short 1954 crop of 168,000 gallons. 
There were 3,000 acres harvested in both 


FARM REPORT 


Compiled by authority of 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Agricultural Marketing Service 
Agricultural Estimates Division 
5S. R. Newell, Director 


Published by 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Division of Statistics 


L. ¥. Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture 


Rel eased semi-monthly through the 
Grop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
Statistician tn Charge 
BO Sasi eneas 


PRIMARILY FoR DISTRIBUTION TO 


CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 


ORIGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 


FARMERS AND OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 
pe nce 


averaged 28.0 bushels per acre in 1955 
compared to 25.0 for 1954. 


Sorghum sirup production in 1955 total- 
36 percent above 


1954 and 1955 but more favorable growing 


conditions enabled producers to make 176 
gallons per acre compared to 56 gallons 


for 1954. 


N. C. HAY CROP VERY GOOD 
Record Yield Per Acre 


Production of all kinds of hay in North 
Carolina in 1955 is estimated at 1, 244,000 
tons. This is an increase of approximate- 
ly 16 percent over the 1,076,000 ton crop 
produced in 1954, Increases occurred in 
production of all kinds of hay, but the 
major increases were reported for alfalfa, 
clover-timothy, lespedeza, and grain hay. 

The yield of 1,12 tons per acre is an 
all time high for **all hay’” 


